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Whatõs in this edition? 

Brideyõs last article as Director follows my editorial. I know that everyone will wish to offer their 
thanks for the fantastic job she has done, especially taking us safely through some challenging 
times. After that thereõs the presentation made at August chapter night; Paul welcomes our new 
members; next Head Road Captain Stew shares his organisation of the Toy Run; following on from 
that is Pamõs Ladies of Harley piece; Pat and Barry share their experience of the Jersey Rally;  
Davide has written about Brideyõs last lead ride as director and finally Frank rounds up this      
edition with another of his trips to France.  

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to this and earlier editions of the Hoggit for this 
year and to our photographer, Dave OõDell for the use of his photographs.  

I shall be preparing a review of 2025 in December, if anyone would like to contribute please     
contact me on my personal email: anne.gray29@yahoo.co.uk, not the editor one! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy, and Ride Safe!                  

          Anne                         

This month I took part in one of my favourite events of 
the year, the Jake Spicer Toy Run. The other being 
RTTW and I am really looking forward to marshaling 
again after a break following my hip operation.  

For the second year running I have sold out of the Toy 
Run pins; so thank you to all those who bought one. Jo 
and her team at the Childrenõs Ward are putting their 
heads together to decide what to spend the money we 
have raised on. Our new start point at H Caf® was an     
excellent choice and along with this came a new       
marshaling point for me which I shared with Gary.  It 
was great to see everyone waving to us as they passed 
over the Cowley flyover.  

Jakeõs dad Michael and his family met us at the hospital 
and the good weather meant that several children came 
out with their parents to see the bikes, which was    
fantastic. Each year we really do Jake proud and his 
family are so grateful.  

See you at Cherwell Services on Saturday 
4th October, ready for our Ride to the Wall 
as we remember the fallen. 
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On to 2022 starting with a Brass Monkeys ride, brekkie at the Waterfront, Charity cheque  
presentations, LOH lunches and Ladies Day at Southampton H-D, Markõs Round Oxfordshire   
Challenge, Ridouts to The Silver Fox caf®, and first time Cider & Iron Horse Rallies, Solo Iron 
HOG (back when there were 27 dealerships), Highclere fete and 50th birthday celebrations for me 
& Mac, a blustery Dawn to Dusk and a night out at Cassington. A summer BBQ at the dealership 
and the Toy Run goes pink and the 1st bike photo competition. Thereõs actual sunshine for RTTW 
and Charmaine and I rock at ROC. 

2023 and the Chapterõs 20th Anniversary with Biker Down courses, Charity coffee mornings,    
Italian meals, my first Podcast interview, Brideyõs baps on a Saturday morning, the Queenõs       
memorial ride and Rideouts to AV8, 1st and 2nd Welsh Weekenders. Mac & I survive the IRON Hog 
Extreme (so sad this no longer exists). One and only time I top the H-D riding challenge for April. 
First Wake the Lakes and help out in Poole at the Tour Experience, Rivos Hub,  ð only time Iõve  
ever been trusted with a H-D credit card! Then a very memorable TITG with extended trip up 
with the amazing OõDells. A cowboy themed Xmas do and brekkie in a brewery. 

2024 already and The Wandering Kitchen added to our breakfast venues. Bike Trac presentation, 
ExCel motorbike show, St Patrickõs Day ride around Gloucestershire, Standing with Giants, back to 
Wales for another weekend and Rideouts to Avebury and Gillingham. New Chapter Night venue at 
the Oxford RFC and LOH lunch at Aston Pottery. Harley Day at Sammy Millers and the summer in 
Europe on the trip of a lifetime (thank you again Clive xx). Fabulous December Chapter night é. 
little did we know itõd be our last at the dealership 

Can it really be 2025 already?!? We welcome our new partnership with Cheltenham H-D and enjoy 
first breakfast BBQ. Great rideout to Choppers, funky breakfast at The Makers Space, great 
lunch at Hickoryõs Smokehouse. Old Oxford HQ closes, new one opens Didcot and a great weekend 
running their Tour Experience. Another amazing Welsh Weekender (thanks Pat & Barry) and an 
incredible Part 1 Magical Mystery Tour of NI. It most definitely brought the craic. 

Itõs only a fraction of what the Chapter has done over the last 5 years and I know itõs in safe 
hands with Stew ready and raring to take the reinsé itõs a piece of cake.  

Just always remember to Ride & Have Fun! 

Just back from RTTW and a hot bath needed after the  
slightly windy ride home I come to write my final Hoggit entry 
as Director. The last 5 years have been incredible and just so 
much its hard to sum it all up but the motto Ride & Have Fun 
covers it all. As a Chapter we are so lucky to have such       
fantastic members who bring such energy and positivity to the 
club whether thatõs to a social event or a Rideout.  

So, time for a trip down memory lane and 2021 with         
breakfasts at Saddleback and the Smokery, chapter nights at 
The Railway, Rideouts to Rykas and picnics at Coate, lunch at 
The Bike Shed and of course The Great Relay & Unity Ride. 
Riding for Bat Out of Hell and dressing up for Harleyween, 
LOH hit Birmingham & Xmas at The Holt. 

    Bridey x 
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Tuesday 12th August, Oxford Rugby Club, and another fantastic turnout. It was great to see many 
of you on your bikes, making the most of the good weather.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following her directorõs introduction, 
Bridey made a presentation to Dave, 
for all the work he put in to organising 
the trip to Croatia. She also presented 
ride out pins to Gary and Michael.  
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I trust that all of the members who have recently joined our chapter have received a warm      
welcome and are enjoying the many rideouts that are on the calendar. Thank you to Marius Perijoc,  
who has written a short piece to introduce himself. 

 

I am writing after receiving Paulõs email that I received a few days ago, and I would like to        
introduce myself here. My name is Marius Parijoc and I am from Romania. I got my license in 
March 2025 and this is my first ever motorcycle. I ride a Nightster Special, 2023 plate and I   
absolutely love it! Being a new rider I find this 975cc just perfect because it is not that heavy and 
also easy to manoeuvre. 

Many thanks again for adding me to your Harley Oxford Chapter.  

                                                                                                                

It was great to see you at the H Caf® for the Toy Run 
Marius. We hope you enjoyed the experience and, thank 
you for supporting the event by buying a pin. Ed. 

 

           

Paul  

Marius  
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The closure of the dealership meant that we needed a new departure point, which doesnõt sound 
too difficult until you start looking for somewhere. It needed to be the right distance from the 
John Radcliffe; not too close that the ride wasnõt long enough and not too far away that we   
couldnõt marshal all the junctions. The parking needed to be big enough to safely accommodate all 
the bikes, there needed to be toilets and, ideally, we needed to be able to get a cup of tea and    
something to eat too.  

We started off looking around Abingdon, hoping to keep most of our old route intact but, when we 
couldnõt find anything meeting our criteria, the search area had to be widened. Why we didnõt the 
think of the H-Caf® before, I donõt really know. The route to the J.R. from the ôHõ wasnõt too   
complicated, although it left us with the problem of how to safely get the ride onto the Bypass. 
Some time was spent on Google maps looking for a safe place to join and thanks go to Steve Price 
who eventually came up with the solution of riding through Littlemore.  

After that it was a case of recceõing the route a couple of times with a few of the roadcrew and 
working out where marshals were required at each junction. As usual, when we put the call out to 
the Oxford roadcrew there was a fantastic response, backed up by Thames Valleyõs roadcrew too. 
We ran a familiarisation recce the weekend before which was surprisingly well attended and      
afterwards I was feeling pretty confident we had all the bases covered. 

Thereõs a saying which goes something like, òIf you want to make god laugh, tell him your plans.ó On 
our last recce weõd seen warning signs of road closures but theyõd not been specific about dates. 
Sure enough, a couple of days before the ride, Gary, the Thames Valley Director, sent us a link 
showing planned road closures right outside the ôHõ for the weekend. So, Dave Oõ Dell and I rode 
out to recce the impact and as we sat having a cup of tea I got a text from Bridey to say that 
sheõd fallen down the stairs at work and couldnõt ride her bike. 

As it turned out, the bit of road we needed to use had been resurfaced by the time Sunday came 
around and, with some reshuffling of marshals, Dave and Ruth were able to lead the ride and fly 
the Jake Spicer flag too. There are always things that can be improved when we do the ride but 
the important thing was that we all got there safely and toys were delivered to the sick children 
of the John Radcliffe. Mission accomplished! 

 

 

 

 

 

As HRC probably the most important job you have, after 
organising the riding calendar, is the Toy Run. Usually 
itõs a case of dusting off the plans from last year and 
making sure that there are enough marshals to make it a 
safe ride for everyone. This year however, last yearõs 
plans werenõt much use.  


